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The Yummy Yummy case is an instructional model that provides learners to build knowledge about effective texts by experiencing the quality of texts. It has been proven very effective, and versions/adaptations have been tried out in lower and upper secondary education and in upper primary, in lessons Dutch (first language and English (as a foreign language). Adaptations are tried out and studied in Hebrew (Israel) and Danish (Denmark).

The basic pattern is that 
(1) students create data (texts) to discuss, and that 
(2) this discussion is used as data for further thought, and that 
(3) students then get the opportunity to improve their first versions (revision or rewriting). 

The class acts as a community of learners: they create data and learn from these data.
The model is presented below is quite informal: the teacher guides the students through the moves of the lessons and does not instruct. One may expect that in a next round, the teacher would like to structure the results of the data-analysis by students more by creating groups of criteria that were generated, in a whole class discussion. We prefer to start with the informal model first, to experience, as students and teacher, that students can improve their texts significantly by using the readers’ responses. 
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We tried out the model in various classrooms. From one of these try outs we published film clips with English subtitled so that teachers who want to adapt the instructional model can have some insight in what happens during the lessons. See https://sig-writing.publication-archive.com/edit/1/1064 
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A more detailed sequence of learning activities is presented in table 1. The lessonson series contains three major Acts (right column): 
(1) Producing texts that serve 
(2) knowledge construction by inquiry, which 
(3) can be applied when students revise their first version, and an Evaluation & Reflection Act. 

	Lessons
	Phase/Scene
	Activity
	Aim
	Function/Act

	1
	Orientation
	Introduction of case
	Building task representation
	Producing texts for data/knowledge construction

	
	Writing
	Writing the letter (first version)
	Experiencing the writing of such a letter
	

	2
	Evaluating
	Participating in a discussion about quality of letters as a simulated reader to select letters 
(role play: Member of Management Team Yummy Yummy )
	Experiencing different perspectives on quality, building a repertoire of quality (building a representation of what a good text entails)
	Constructing Genre Knowledge by Inquiry

	
	Observing
	Observing the discussion in Management Team as a member of a research team
	Selecting criteria for effective texts: building a representation of what a good text entails)
	

	3
	Inquiry
	Listing of criteria on poster in research teams by sharing notes
	Extend the individual representation of what a good text entails, by explicating criteria for effective texts
	

	 
	Sharing information
	Presentation and clarification of posters in front of the class room in connection to winning letters
	Sharing pragmalinguistic knowledge ‘in context’ & relating criteria to text
	

	4
	Rewriting
	Preparing the revision: make a choice (revision or rewriting); plan what to change.
	Learning to plan a revision
Evaluating first version against new knowledge about effective texts
	Applying extended knowledge

	
	
	Writing second version of letter
	Applying new (pragmalinguistic) knowledge in a text
	

	
	Evaluation
	Filling in questionnaire, whole class discussion based on this data
	Reflection
	Reflection
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Appendix A Hand-out for students: overview of lessons

This hand-out was created by Marit Vos, teacher of Dutch in Hilversum, the Netherlands, for a grade 7 class. The use of such a hand-out is optional. 
You also can opt to start with the Writing Task of Lessons 1 and add instructions for each new move in the lesson series; the choice depends on the culture of the school. Personnally we prefer to provide task by task, moving from one scene to another.

HANDOUT 	Lessons series ‘Writing persuasive letters’

This hand-out lists what we will do the coming five lessons: in five lessons you will learn in several steps to write a persuasive letter. We will work twice in the computer room, and you will provide a short presentation. As a result for this term you will get a mark for the final letter you hand in.
This hand-out is a Mnemonic: you will get further instructions during the lessons! 

Lesson 1: Writing a first version of your letter 
In this lesson you will get information about what you have to do in the coming lessons. After explanation about the topic of the persuasive letter we will go to the computer room. You must send the letter at the end of this lessen to [mail address teacher]. Put the letter also on an USB-stick or mail the letter to your own email address, just to be sure that you will have a copy. NB: this letter is a first version, you will not get a mark for this version; you will have the opportunity to improve the letter at the end of the lesson series for a final mark! 

Lesson 2: The Management Board selects the letters they received/Researchers collect data 
1. The class will be divided in smaller groups: in our case into two Management Boards and two Research groups. Your teacher will explain what each of the groups has to do.  The Management Board selects three letters out of a bundle. The Research Group will observe this discussion to collect all arguments and criteria the Management board uses for selecting letters. 
2. When the Board has selected the winning letters, the Researchers Group meet to discuss the findings, creating a poster with the criteria used. The board members will compose a letter to the authors who were not selected.

Lesson 3: Presentation of results 
In this lesson each research group presents what they found (criteria for selection of letters by the Management Board) by explaining the list in the poster (collated on the blackboard).  The other students listen and make notes (to improve their texts in the nest lesson). NB: the presentation will not be marked. 
Then the chair of the Board meeting presents the winning letter: she reads the letter aloud, and explains why this letter was the best, relating her arguments to the posters on the blackboard. 

Lesson 4: Revision/Rewriting of your letter
You will receive the letter you wrote in the first lesson. You will get a revision planning scheme, central are two questions: 
1- about what are you satisfied in the letter?, 
2- 2- what do you want to change? 
Then we will go to the computer room to revise/rewrite your letter. Send this letter at the end of the lesson to your teacher. 

Lesson 4/5: Evaluation 
In this lesson we discuss the project. What was ok, what can be improved? What did you learn in this project? 



[bookmark: _Toc33981386]
Appendix B Instruction lessons 1

'Yummy Yummy Candy Bar' Writing Activity, [add date]

Imagine:

You are a real fan of the Yummy Yummy Candy Bars. One day you read the following advertisement:



Save up for two free movie tickets!

How to get them:
On the wrapper of each Yummy Yummy Candy Bar you will find 1 saving point. Save 10 points. Send the points in an envelope to Yummy Yummy Saving Action, [add address that fits in the national context, like: 9200 Gilman Drive, San Diego CA 12370] 

Include a stamp of 37 cents for the mailing costs. Mention clearly your name, address, residential town, and zip code. The two free (FREE!) movie tickets will be sent as soon as possible to your address.

This offer ends on [add date: must be later than the date of the lesson].


It is [add date of the day of lesson 1]. Now you have saved 8 points. Nearly all 10 points required! But you cannot find anymore Yummy Yummy Bars with points on the wrapper, although it isn't [add the data the offer ends, from the advertisements] yet. You tried different shops. Strange! So it seems you can’t collect 10 points! But you still want to get the two free movie tickets. Therefore, you decide to send your 8 points and two Yummy Yummy wrappers without points.

Write a letter that you send with the 8 points and the wrappers. Explain why you cannot send 10 points. Convince the Yummy Yummy Company that it isn't your fault that you didn’t collect 10 points and that you still want to receive the two movie tickets. Be sure they will send you the tickets! Then write an envelope.

Actions:
· Go to the computer lab and log on as [add specifics].
· Write your letter on the computer in Microsoft Word.
· After writing, save your letter as 'letter-your name' on the computer (in the folder [add specific folder] on  drive ‘[add specific drive’).
· Print your letter as well and hand it to me, in the envelope.

On [add specific day and date] and next week we will continue this Writing Activity!
[bookmark: _Toc33981387]
Appendix C. Task sheet Yummy Yummy Board

Task sheet Yummy Yummy Management Board


Imagine:

With [add number] other students you form the management of the Yummy Yummy Company. 

Something went wrong with the Yummy Yummy savings campaign for two free cinema tickets. In the shops too few candy bars with points on the wrappers were available. Therefore the Yummy Yummy Company did not receive letters/envelopes with ten points in it. Instead your company received 9 or 10 letters with just 8 points and a accompanying letter.  

The problem now is that Yummy Yummy has only two packs with cinema tickets in stock. Two letters must be chosen that deserve the free tickets. Today the management Yummy Yummy board meets. On the agenda is the Yummy Yummy Savings Campaign, and the selection of two winning letters. 

Task: Decide which two letters of the whole bundle get the free cinema tickets. Note that the whole board decides. Cooperation is necessary!

NB. I anonymized the letters you will read in a minute. The originals did contain a sender!
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Appendix D. Work sheet Research Group

Worksheet for Research Group 
NB create the letter in your university template to make it authentic)


Imagine:

You are a researcher and with some other students you form a research team. Your tema is going to study how people select letters. Your team is going to study this process in the Yummy Yummy management board.

What is the issue? 

Something went wrong with the Yummy Yummy Savings Actions fort wo free cinema tickets. In the shops too few candy bars with points on the wrappers we available. Therefore the Yummy Yummy forms did not receive letters/envelopes with ten points in it. Instead you received 9 or 10 letters with just 8 points and a accompanying letter.  

The problem now is that Yummy Yummy has only two packs with cinema tickets in stock. Two letters must be chosen that deserve the free tickets. Today the management Yummy Yummy board meets. On the agenda is the Yummy Yummy Savings Campaign, and the selection of two winning letters. 

Your research team will study how the Yummy Yummy Management board selects the two winning On what do they focus? What do they find important in such a letter? What made that these two letters were selected? 

NB:
· Think before the start what you do think as important in such letters. Then you already have an idea about what will be discussed in the management board.
· Discuss with your team members how to proceed. Who is focusing on what? Must each researcher follow on of the Management Board members?
· Take notes when your observe and listen to the meeting.Write down the criteria/arguments the board uses. 
When the board meeting is over, your team creates a poster. List the items the Management Board used to make decisions. 

Task for Yummy Yummy board while Research Group meets to list and discuss the findings
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Imagine:

You are a member of a research team; your team studies how people cooperate in meetings where they have to decide.
 
Your team studies how another research group discuss the data/findings they collected, and how to report the results. Each of you will observe the meeting and the way the students cooperate:
1. Describe how they cooperate 
2. Evaluate the way they cooperate: did they cooperate well? What was OK? What could be done better?
3. Formulate advice: what could they improve next time?

NB:
Create a note sheet with the three categories mentioned above, with space for each category to add notes. Take notes while observing the meeting. 
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Appendix F. Worksheet Revision

Task Writing a persuasive letter, version 2


Write a second version of the letter which you sent last week to the Yummy Yummy Company. To remind you of the task, I attached the original task below.

Notice: 
· Put this second version also in your dossier 
· Save the letter on a usb-stick again.
· Print the letter and hand it in.
· Write an envelope and hand it in .
· Send the letter to me via email


Instructor: provide students with the Task (Appendix B) 

Before you start writing, you go back to your first version, and think about the way you want to improve that version. Use the worksheet ‘Thinking about my next version’ and put the worksheet in your dossier.
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Appendix G: Worksheet Thinking about writing a second version of my Yummy Yummy letter 

Date: 



Name: ……………………………………………………. (put this form in your dossier)


1. What do you think is Ok in your first version? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. Now you are going to think what you will try to achieve in your second version. What are you going to change/add/delete to make the letter even more persuasive? Fill in the scheme.

	
What can be improved? 

	
How are you going to o this in the second version?

	




	

	





	

	



	

	



	

	



	

	



	



3. Mark the option below:  how are you to work on your second version? 
What I will do is: 
a. I will write a completely new version: I open a new empty file, and will have the first version in print available 
b. I will work in my first version: i open in the computer my first version, and will make changes
c. I will first make changes with pen/pencil in the print of the first version, and then I will revise the first version on the computer. 
4. Answer this question after you have finished the second version fo the letter. 
Mark the answer, and explain 

I am:
a. satisfied with my second version, 
b. not satisfied with my second version, 

because: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Appendix H Instruction lesson 4-5


Lesson 4.  (computer room)

Students are seated (instruction setting). Refresh in a whole class discussion what happened in lesson 2-3. Posters with listed criteria (research group results) hang on the wall.   Students get the criteria also on a handout. 

Task for students: First respond to a couple of questions about how you are going to work on your secodn version.  Then write your second version to the Yummy Yummy Company (read the writing task again).
Students get their first version (paper and digital); they may decide how they will work on their second version. Instructor explains the three possible routes, students may ad. 

Students go to  their computer, respond to the Think sheet, and write their second version. When they have finished, they hand in the letter (in print and in digital form), their Think Worksheet, and the envelope. 

Lesson 5. Evaluation
1. Students respond to the evaluation questionnaire (about ten minutes)
2. When they finished the questionnaire, instructor list the answers on question 11 (mark for the lesson series) on the blackboard/whiteboard (by tallying). Invite some students then to explain their mark(for instance; three students with the same mark, to find out that different reasons can lead to the same mark) (about 5 minutes).
3. Hand-out the treats (in the original version of this lesson series, the teacher bought candy bars, and out them in self-made ‘Yummy Yummy’ wrappers. (about 5 minutes)
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Evaluation of the Yummy Yummy lesson series 


You may opt to respond to the questions anonymous, or write down your name.in any case, respond individually (thus: on your own).  Answers cannot be wrong: it is your opinion. 

In most cases you are asked to select (by encircling) the answer that suits you best, and then add a written explanation.

1. I found the writing of the first version to the Yummy Yummy Management Board:
a) very difficult
b) difficult
c) normal (not difficult, not easy)
d) easy
e) very easy

What was difficult/easy?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. In which group did you participate during lesson 2 en 3?
a) Yummy Yummy Management Board
b) Research Group


3. I found the task during lesson 2 en 3 (selecting letters- Yummy yummy Board; observing-poster report-Research Group):
a) very difficult
b) difficult
c) normal (not difficult, not easy)
d) easy
e) very easy

What was difficult/easy?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. I found the task during lesson 2 en 3 (selecting letters- Yummy Yummy Board; observing-poster report-Research Group):
a) very boring 
b) boring 
c) normal (not boring, not nice)
d) nice
e) very nice

What was boring/nice?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. I found the presentation of the posters and the reading of the winning letters during lesson 2-3:
a) not instructive and useful at all
b) a bit instructive and useful
c) normal 
d) instructive and useful
e) very instructive and useful

What may or may not be instructive and useful?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………


6. I found the presentation of the posters during lesson 3 en the reading of the winning letters:
a) very boring 
b) boring 
c) normal (not boring, not nice)
d) nice
e) very nice

What was boring/nice?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
7. I found the thinking task about the writing of the second version:
a) very difficult
b) difficult
c) normal (not difficult, not easy)
d) easy
e) very easy

What was difficult/easy?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

8. I found the writing of the second version of the Yummy Yummy letter:
a) very difficult
b) difficult
c) normal (not difficult, not easy)
d) easy
e) very easy

What was difficult/easy?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………


9. What I have learned from this lesson series is: 
a) very few
b) few
c) much
d) very much

because: 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
10. I found the whole lesson series:
a) very boring 
b) boring 
c) normal (not boring, not nice)
d) nice
e) very nice

What was boring/nice?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………


11. What is your mark for the lesson series? Choose between 1 (lowest) en 10 (highest)?

……


12. Please give me advices what I should do when I run this lesson series with another class. What should I definitely keep, what should I change? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………


[include next question in the questionnaire only when session were filmed]
13. I found filming during the lessons:
a) very annoying
b) annoying
c) does not matter
d) nice
e) very nice

What was annoying/nice?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

Thank you very much for your responses!
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Appendix J Scoring items

Item 1-10 When an item is absent: 0; when an item is included: 1
Item 11-12: When Malus:=0, No Malus=1
	1
	1 Request to send cinema tickets

	2
	2 free cinema tickets

	3
	3 8 points included

	4
	4 2 two wrappers included

	5
	5 explanation for two wrappers

	6
	6 argument: action still runs

	7
	7 rhetorical extra: appeal on reader to comply with a request

	8
	8 rhetorical extra: author has put effort in finding wrappers with points on it 

	9
	9 rhetorical extra: author compliments Yummy Yummy for the savings action

	10
	10 rhetorical extra: quality Yummy Yummy bars/favourite etc.

	11
	11 Malus: diffuse, unclear formulations

	12
	12 Malus: date of ending savings action is not included 



If you find new extra arguments/persuasive elements that raises the effect of the letter, you can add items. 

Create a data file in excel like this table

	Identification variables
	Scoring items

	Student name or number
	School (name)
	gender
	Age or grade
	Role
1=Board
2=Research Group
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
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We measured after the Yummy Yummy lessons the attitudes to the course and the perceived learning outcomes (Appendix I). This appendix justifies the instrument. 

	Table 1. Justification of the evaluation questionnaire

	Aspect covered
	Questions

	1. Perceived level of difficulty of key-learning activities
	Q1 (Lesson 1),  
Q3 (Observing or discussing); 
Q7 (lesson 4, revision plan); 
Q8 (writing second version).

	2. Perceived level of interest/attraction
	Q4 (Observing or discussing); 
Q6 (presenting and discussing winning letters;
Q10 (lesson series as a whole).

	3. Perceived level of usefulness
	Q5 (Lesson 3, presenting and discussing winning letters);.

	4. Perceived quality of the lesson series as a whole
	Q11 (mark this lesson series)

	5. Perceived learning outcome
	Q9 (quantity of learning, with arguments)

	6. Advice about redesign
	Q12 (What to keep, to change)

	7. The role students were assigned; Management board or Researchers-Observers (lesson 2)
	Q2



The concepts of difficulty (Aspect 1), interest (Aspect 2) and usefulness (Aspect 3) were adapted from the course specific attitude scale validated by Martinot, Kuhlemeier & Feenstra (1988).
The concept of perceived learning outcome (Aspect 5) was adapted from De Groot’s theory about learning experiences (De Groot, 1980, see for an overview of application Van Kesteren, 1993)
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